[Epidemiology--the same procedure as every year?].
The seasonal flu strikes every year with many different faces. Beside a common flu, influenza claims every year a high number of victims especially among the elderly. Despite an active surveillance of the flu activity and circulating viruses on a national and international level, the factors which determine the spread of the influenza virus remain unclear. Regarding the thread of a new pandemic, both, basic research and surveillance of influenza has been intensified to get a more detailed view on the activity and transmissibility of the influenza virus. This article describes the influenza surveillance schemes in Austria, Germany and especially Switzerland highlighting the differences between the three countries. In addition, the new mortality surveillance method used in Switzerland is presented.